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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AWWT, EAID, WS 

SUBJECT: MEETING OF PACIFIC FORUM SHIPPING LINE 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND THE PACIFIC FORUM SHIPPING LINE MET 
EARLIER THIS MONTH IN SUVA. FRAGMENTARY INFORMATION WE 
HAVE INDICATES NAURU HAS NOW DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE VENTURE BUT THAT TONGA STILL HAS RESERVATIONS. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION YOU CAN GATHER 
CONCERNING THE RESULTS OF THE MEETING WITH SPECIFIC 
EMPHASIS ON FUTURE PLANS. IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR PROPOSED 
SOUTH PACIFIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, WE WOULD BE INTERESTED 
IN ANY DETAILS CONCERNING WESTERN SAMOAN STATEMENTS 
DURING THE MEETING. DID THEY PROVIDE ANY TIMETABLE 

AS TO WHEN THEY MIGHT CONTRIBUTE THEIR PROMISED VESSEL? 
DID THEY MAKE ANY REFERENCE TO THE POSSIBILITY OF THE 
US PROVIDING THIS VESSEL? WAS THERE ANY DISCUSSION OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE QUESTION OF THE COST OF REFITTING THE MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION VESSEL IN SAN FRANCISCO FOR EVENTUAL USE 
BY THE FORUM LINE? 
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